
Ever since surrendering my life to Christ,
I have constantly experienced God’s
amazing grace. I spend time daily with the
Lord, reading and studying His Word, and
communing with Him in prayer. Through
my time with Him, He has been faithful to
prepare me for the future, both for times of
joy and for times of sorrow. 

Prayer, Bible reading and application
enable me to see my sin, repent, and
receive God’s forgiveness. It empowers me
to forgive those who sin against me. It
transformed my broken marriage. It opened
Richard’s and my eyes to see that we had
gotten into so much debt through greed,
lust of our eye and discontentment. It
empowered us to go on a strict budget 
until all our debt was repaid, including 
our mortgage. It comforted us through a
painful church split. It was my refuge in
the storm when there was a murder in my
family, and when one of my unsaved
relatives committed suicide. 

It’s my healer when people reject me. It
daily gave my husband and me wisdom
with direction when we had a lot of family
strife. It was strength and encouragement
when my husband and I had several
prolonged, serious illnesses. I could go on
and on. Through Bible time, prayer, and
the Holy Spirit, God has been so faithful to
draw me into a deeper relationship with
Jesus and countless joys that He had
prepared for me. 

2 Corinthians 1:4 tells us to comfort
others as Christ has comforted us. Through
my obedience to His Word, God has
prepared me for a future that is now an
international ministry into churches of all
denominations, ministering in prisons, in
schools, on military bases, and teaching
seminars and women’s retreats. In all I was
going through, God was preparing me to
help others. He has done this in my own
life, in my marriage, and in countless lives
that my husband and I have ministered to.
My husband and I have seen the power of
God transforming the lives of those willing
to repent of their sin, ask Jesus to be their
Savior, surrender their life to Him, daily
read and obey God’s Word, and pray. 

Because I have seen God’s faithfulness
in my past, and because I experience it
daily, I know that I can rejoice in the future
through joy and sorrow because Jesus will
never leave me or forsake me. He has
proven Himself faithful; I have no reason
to doubt him. Beloved, think back over
your own life. Evaluate it honestly and see
where God has helped you and prepared
you even for the struggles you are going
through now.

Preparing My Life for 
Joy and Sorrow

“Strength and dignity are her clothing and her position is strong and secure. 
She rejoices over the future—the latter day, or time to come [knowing that 

she and her family are in readiness for it].”  Proverbs 31:25 Amplified
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